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1 Goal

The Carl-Zeiss-Stiftung (CZS) is establishing the CZS HealthTech Network to strengthen
the links between medical and technical research. The network consists of up to eight CZS
HealthTech Fellows. As part of the network, the CZS gives the fellows freedom by providing

funding that is easy to apply for and available at short notice.

In addition, a coordination office financed by the CZS supports the fellows in the
organization and administration of the network. A total of up to €10 million is available for

personnel, material, and investment costs for the fellows and coordination.

The Fellows

CZS HealthTech Fellows are leading interdisciplinary researchers from the CZS funding
region (Baden-Wurttemberg, Rhineland-Palatinate, Thuringia). They combine the
disciplines of medicine and engineering through their research and networking activities.

The group of the fellows consists of medical professionals and STEM scientists.

Thematic focus
The CZS HealthTech Networkis a funding program within the CZS's Life Science
Technologies focus area. Further information on the focus areas can be found on the CZS

website (www.carl-zeiss-stiftung.de).

Within this focus area, the CZS concentrates on the fields of sensors, data, surfaces, and

synthetics.

The CZS HealthTech Network does not fund researchers focusing on medical imaging

technologies.
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2 Scope and subject of funding
The activities of the CZS5 HealthTech Network will be funded with a total of
10.000.000 Euro

for up to 8 years. The funding amount consists of approximately €7,000,000 for research
projects within the network and approximately €3,000,000 for coordination and

networking activities (local and cross-location).

Funding for fellows in the CZS HealthTech Networkis personalised. Fellows can shape how
the funds are used and will be able to apply themselves:
o Fellows can quickly and easily apply for internal funding of the network for
research projects
. Fellows receive resources to implement local formats for exchange between
technical disciplines and medicine
. Fellows set topics for transregional network meetings, which are organized by
the central coordination.

Fellows of the CZS HealthTech Network are expected to

o jointly develop event and funding formats within the CZ5 HealthTech Network
. connect medicine and technical disciplines at your own location

o set topics for reqular network meetings

. regularly exchange ideas with CZ5 HealthTech Fellows from other locations

o support early career researchers who research at the interface between

medicine and technology through joint research projects
o submit (short) applications together with early career researchers for funding

within the CZS HealthTech Network

Fellows are appointed for three years. It is possible to extend the fellowship.

Organizational and administrative tasks are handled by a central coordination office within
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the CZS HealthTech Network. The central coordination office is a service provider to the

CZs.

The CZS HealthTech Network is a new format, which means that the amount of work
involved can only be estimated. The time required for self-administration within the

network is expected to be 4-6 working days per year.

Vergabe interner Fordermittel - Beispiele
Allocation of internal funding — examples

The aim of the CZS HealthTech Network is to quickly fund and promote innovative projects
and events. The network is a new funding approach, and the process for allocating project

funds is designed in collaboration with the fellows.

Examples for projects
One fellow has an idea for a new technical approach for the clinic and reports on it at the

virtual quarterly meeting of the fellows. Another fellow supports the idea and takes over
the development of a prototype, as he has the appropriate equipment. After review by the
scientific advisory board of the CZ5 HealthTech Network, the funds are approved. This

process will take no longer than three months.

A fellow working at the clinic recognizes the potential to improve treatment using a new
technology. This idea and a financial plan are presented at the quarterly meeting with all
fellows, who confirm this assessment. After review by the scientific advisory board of the
CZS HealthTech Network, the funds are approved. This process will take no longer than

three months.

Examples for local events
A fellow would like to organize a local event on a technical topic with medical experts. To

do so, they send a request to the coordination team, outlining the concept. The
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coordination office confirms that the concept is in line with the goal of networking and

provides support with its organization implementation.

Examples for transregional events
At a quarterly meeting the fellows decide to organize a conference about an

interdisciplinary topic. The concept is developed jointly. The coordination office takes over

the organization and implementation.
3 Eligibility to apply

Researchers working at a public research institution based in one of the federal states of
Baden-Wurttemberg, Rhineland-Palatinate, or Thuringia are eligible to apply. Applicants
must have held a W3 professorship or comparable senior research position for at least

three years. Up to eight fellows will be funded.

4 Selection process and criteria

After a preliminary selection of all applications by the CZS office and an independent
selection committee, applicants will be invited to present their research profile and their
concept for networking and research activities within the CZ5 HealthTech Network. This
selection process will take place on February 4 and 5, 2026, at the CZS office in Stuttgart.
On April 20 (arrival in the evening) and April 21, 2026 (all day), a mandatory workshop with

all fellows will take place at the CZS office in Stuttgart.

Important criteria fort he selection of the fellows are:

o Experience in collaboration with medical professionals and engineers

o Own interdisciplinary research at the interface between medicine and
technology

o Previous involvement in relevant national and international networks

o Experience in building communities and networks
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o Motivation to develop modern healthcare by combining medicine and new
technologies
. Thematic alignment of research with the fields of sensors, data, surfaces, and

synthetics in the CZS's focus area of Life Science Technologies

5 Application

Applications must be submitted digitally as a PDF file via email to

foerderantrag@carl-zeiss-stiftung.de

| case of questions please contat
Herrn Lukas Findeisen

lukas.findeisen @carl-zeiss-stiftung.de

Tel. +49 711162 213 - 20
or
Herrn Dr. Phil-Alan Gartig

phil-alan.gaertig@carl-zeiss-stiftung.de

Tel. +49711162 213 - 10
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Guidlines for application

1 Genral formal requirements

e Applications must be submitted in English.

e Applications must be written in Arial, font size 12, single line spacing, with margins
of 2.5 cm.

e The application must be submitted to the Carl-Zeiss-Stiftung electronically, together
with all required documents, and must be provided in a single PDF document
without password protection or access restrictions with regard to reading, copying,
and printing.

2 Documents to be submitted

Applicants are requested to submit the following documents, which must be complete in order
to be eligible for funding:

The written application must contain the following information in the specified order and
must not exceed the specified number of pages (10):
1. Cover sheet with master data (max. 1 page)

a. Name of the candidate

b. University or non-university research institution

C. Supporting institution from the field of engineeting (technical faculty or
non-university research institutions)

d. Supporting institution from the field of medicine (medical faculties or
(university) hospitals)

2. Cover letter for the application (max. 1 page)
3. Profile of the candidate

a. Curriculum vitae (CV) (max. 2 pages)

b. Description of your own interdisciplinary research profile at the interface
between medicine and engineering relevant to the CZS HealthTech Network
(max. 2 pages)

c. Previous and future research projects at the interface between medicine and
engineering. Present three projects at the interface between medicine and
engineering on which you have already worked. (max. 2 pages)

4. Content and strategic objectives (max. 2 pages)

a. Inyour opinion, which topics at the interface between medicine and
engineering should be addressed by the CZ5 HealthTech Network? What
would be your personal contribution to this?
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Please attach the following documents to the application:
1. Supporting letter oft he institution ,,engineering*
public, technical research institution, e.g., technical faculty or non-university
research institution
2. Supporting letter of the institution ,medicine“
medical institution, e.g., (university) hospital, medical faculty

These guidelines for submitting applications, including appendices, and the call for
proposals are available at https://www.carl-zeiss-stiftung.de/en/programme/czs-
healthtech-network

Carl-Zeiss-Stiftung
info@carl-zeiss-stiftung.de
www.carl-zeiss-stiftung.de Seite 8 von 8



	1 Goal
	2 Scope and subject of funding
	Vergabe interner Fördermittel - Beispiele
	Examples for projects
	Examples for local events
	Examples for transregional events

	3 Eligibility to apply
	4 Selection process and criteria
	5 Application
	1 Genral formal requirements
	2 Documents to be submitted

